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Management Philosophy
“To realize a safe and affluent society using 
space and the sky.”

Action Declaration
• Jubilation for human society
　We will provide enjoyment and surprise to
　people by evolving our lives.
• Aspiration for creation
　We will always aim for higher goals and
　continue to be aspired for creation by facing
　up to and overcoming any difficulties.
• Responsibility and pride
　We will faithfully act with responsibility and pride 
　to confidently meet the expectations of society.

The JAXA Philosophy

Exposed Facility

JEM Airlock

JEM Remote Manipulator System

Experiment Logistics Module

Pressurized Module The Japanese Experiment Module (JEM), “Kibo”

Effective April 1, 2020, I have been assigned as JAXA Vice President and Director 
General for Human Spaceflight Technology Directorate. I am also in charge of Space 
Exploration Center and Space Exploration Innovation Hub Center at JAXA. Looking 
back on my career, until seven years ago, I was working for Human Spaceflight 
Technology Directorate and then experienced several other areas at JAXA, namely the 
strategic planning division, space science and space exploration. With my new role, I am 
thrilled to boost up Human Space Exploration toward the future.

Human Spaceflight Technology Directorate is engaged in expanding human activity 
areas, promoting full-scale utilization of the unique space environment mainly through 
the operation and utilization of the International Space Station (ISS) and returning 
benefits to humanity and activities on Earth.

Japan's human spaceflight activities, which started in the 1980s, have been 
challenging, with various efforts to acquire new human spaceflight technology, and to 
create utilization outcomes, that are different from rockets and satellite technologies. 
Those newly obtained technologies are not limited to each technical field, but also 
to the establishment of methods such as system engineering and safety and mission 
assurance. These have been applied to many fields beyond rockets and satellites. Human 
spaceflight activities have greatly contributed to the society as a pioneer of research and 
development. 

After the on-orbit operation of the ISS that started in the 2000s, the assembly of the 
"Kibo" has completed, followed by the first successful "Kounotori" flight in 2009. Since 
then, for the past 10 years, the “Kibo” has continuously been operational, 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, overcoming the various international tensions and natural disasters. 
Furthermore, as a permanent experimental facility in low earth orbit, JAXA took the 
pioneering role to encourage the participation of, not only the academic circles but also 
various players such as industry, private venture companies, students, and have also 
provided space utilization opportunities to many countries other than the advanced countries 
in space activities which has become a commonplace throughout the globe today.

In addition, the Japanese astronauts are performing tremendous jobs on the ISS. 
Thanks to their outstanding efforts with our ground folks, I am proud to acknowledge that 
Japan has become to play an instrumental role in human spaceflight in the international 
regime. As a result, the United States has invited Japan to join the international lunar 
exploration program as one of their major partners.

While globalization is now expanding and the speed of change in the situation is 
remarkable, Japan will continue to take on important roles and responsibilities as a major 
country in human spaceflight technology development, and will continue to engage in 
challenging research and development and provision of such technology. We believe that 
this will lead to the expansion and advancement of science and technology, industrial 
promotion, and international cooperation, and will serve as a stepping stone for future 
space activities.

1. Reliable operation and progress of the ISS, the orbiting human outpost. In 
particular, we will promote international contributions and increase our presence, 
through steady resupply by “Kounotori”, the safe operation and advancing 
utilization of “Kibo”, and activities of Japanese astronauts.

2. Creation of utilization results and deployment of acquired technologies through 
collaboration with international partners, industry and academia. Carrying out 
various experiments, based on international cooperation and strategies, through the 
dual utilization concept of the Space Exploration Innovation Hub, as well as the 
collaboration with the scientific community.  And, sharing the achievements widely, 
not limited to human spaceflight activities but also with the terrestrial society. 

3. Developing visions and scenarios for future on-orbit human spaceflight activities 
and the Moon to Mars international space exploration. Presenting a vision for the 
next 20 years as an experienced expert, and proposing scenarios to enable Japan's 
Basic Plan on Space Policy that covers the basic plan for the next 10 years.

We will contribute to the human well-being and prosperity by pursuing the above 
efforts. I appreciate your understanding of our human spaceflight activities and I do look 
forward to your continued support and cooperation.

SASAKI  Hiroshi
Vice President
Director General for Human 
Spaceflight Technology Directorate
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(JAXA)
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Unpressurized Logistics Carrier

Pressurized Logistics Carrier

Lecture by an astronaut

“Kounotori” H-Ⅱ Transfer Vehicle, the resupply vehicle for the ISS

Strict safety requirements in human 
space activities strengthen our technology,

leading to industrial development
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Budget (2019): ¥155.6 billion
Staff (as of Apr 2019): 1546
Offices: 20 domestic, 5 overseas
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